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ABOUNA’S CORNER

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Happy and Holy Feast of Saint Rafka!

Normally we celebrate this Feast Day on March 23,
but this year, just two weeks ago, that very same day
was Easter Sunday! So we simply transfer the date
of celebration to today.

Feast Days, or Holy Days, are days which are celebrated in
commemoration of the sacred mysteries and events recorded in
the history of our redemption, in memory of the Virgin
Mother of Christ, or of His apostles, martyrs, and saints, by
special services and rest from work. A feast not only
commemorates an event or person, but also serves to excite the
spiritual life by reminding us of the event it commemorates.
At certain hours Jesus Christ invites us to His vineyard
(Matthew 20:1-15); He is born in our hearts at Christmas;
on Good Friday we nail ourselves to the cross with Him; at
Easter we rise from the tomb of sin; and at Pentecost we
receive the gifts of the Holy Ghost. Every religion has its
feasts, but none has such a rich and judiciously constructed
system of festive seasons as the Catholic Church. The
succession of these seasons form the ecclesiastical year, in which
the feasts of Our Lord form the ground and framework, the
feasts of the Blessed Virgin and the Saints the ornamental
tracery.

What all the above boils down to is that a Feast Day
of a Saint is a special day, especially in a Church
named for that particular Saint. Today we
commemorate Saint Rafka, canonized in 2000 by
John Paul II. What makes her so special? First of all,
she is one of our own. She was born, lived and died
in Lebanon. She was an ordinary woman who felt
called to religious life at a young age. Did she have it
easy? Absolutely not. Her mother died when she
was young, she had a step-mother that she didn’t get
along with, the first community she joined collapsed
and she had to start all over in religious life. Then
she prayed for suffering. She got what she asked for
and eventually went blind. Rafka endured these
years of suffering and blindness without fanfare.

She is simply an example of fidelity to Christ in
good times and in bad. I believe that one of the
great examples of Rafka is her simple and sublime
faith. Whenever she asks God in prayer for
something, she seems assured that God will grant
her request, and He does. She asked for suffering,
it came. .She asked for sight for an hour to see her
beloved superior, Mother Ursula, and it was given.
In spite of all her infirmities, Rafka continued to
work in the community as she was able, confident
that God would give her the needed Graces to
fulfill her duties.

The Maronite Church has many and varied Saints,
but the ones that have canonized in the past few
years have been very close to the hearts of the
people: Sharbel, Rafka and Hardini. Basically, these
were simple people who heard the call of God to
follow him in solitude and prayer. Their lives were
a reflection of God’s love and by their simple and
prayerful lives, endeared themselves to the faithful
who lived near them.

We as a parish have a humble, prayerful and strong
patron Saint. Let us continue to ask her to build up
our community with strong and faithful
parishioners and to help us find a building where
we can give her homage as we celebrate the Holy
Mysteries of the Church!

Saint Rafka, pray for us!
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MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday: For the Intentions of our Parishioners and Benefactors
Next Sunday: Open

READINGS FOR THE LITURGY THIS WEEK

To view the readings, go to our website and read: www.saintrafka.net/Readings/

SUNDAY LECTORS MINISTERS
1st Reading: Linda Wickett Deacon: John the Less
2nd Reading: Gabriella Sleiman Cantor: Elie Alam
Arabic Gospel Reading: Ramez Sleiman Homilist: Abouna

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 8, Abouna Vincent Maroun, 10, Patrick Raley, 11, Elizabeth Whitaker
13, Leroy Howard, M.D.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: No anniversaries on record for this week.

RECENT OFFERINGS

Offerings on Sunday, March 30, 2008 were $560.00. 62 people attended the Divine Liturgy. 17 of 36 envelopes were
used, totaling $420.00 and 47% envelope usage. $27.40 per envelope average. Loose cash was $140.00.

ALTAR FLOWERS Interested in donating flowers for the Altar? Use one of the envelopes provided on the
table. Cost is $25.00 per Sunday. Memorials will be listed in the bulletin. Many thanks. Flowers this Sunday in
Memory of +Margaret W. Leon, 2nd Anniversary, by Father Bart

COFFEE HOUR

The assignments for Coffee Hour Hosts are below. Please check the list carefully and if you cannot make your
appointed week, let Lily Hage know in advance. Many thanks! UPDATED!!!

April 6 – Pat Bouharoun April 13 – Margueritte Portilla April 20 – Adib Chebli
April 27 – Marlene Saad May 4 – Dalida Meehan May 11 – Mother’s Day – Elie Alam May 18 – David & Heather
Sijon May 25 - Lily Hage June 1 - Michelle Sleiman (to be continued!)

PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR Health of Ghassan Eid, Hind Michael, Michael Issa, Oscar Saad,
Heather Sijon, Anthony Sleiman, Hind Ashy, Elizabeth Whitaker, Lily Johnson and Carol O’Ferrall.
Recovery of Sam Howard, Sr. and Sam Howard, Jr. Please also pray for Chrysoula Valerakis, mother of Maria
Lalas. Someone in need of prayer? Let me know!

Catholic Business Breakfast - Building Catholic Community

There will be a meeting to discuss issues of faith and support each other in our work and faith endeavors. Our first
meeting will feature California businessman Bill Schneeberger, founder of BOGO Wines and Two Hearts Hand-
Crafted Confections. Enjoy a full buffet along with a passionate discussion of how your business can help promote a
culture of life and, in particular, Bill’s support of ADULT stem cell research. We will meet on April 11 at 7am at the
Thornblade Country Club in Greer. Seating is limited, so reserve your spot now by calling Gary, 864-877-8458 or
sending an email. Cost for the full breakfast is $16. Thanks to our sponsors: Polydeck Screen Corp, Lifeline
Consulting Group, St. Anthony's Catholic Shop, Stravolo Wealth Management, Jim Dorchak, Compass Consulting
Download the flyer (PDF)
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SAINTS IN OUR CALENDAR

No Saint to commemorate this week.

Set Up/Breakdown Committee

Volunteers needed. Co-chairs of the Set Up/Breakdown Committee Richard Wickett and Dave Fiorini are
looking for volunteers. As St. Rafka Maronite Mission is growing, this committee is to help alleviate some
responsibility from Abouna. The responsibilities will be to set up (pre-liturgy) the alter and chairs and to
breakdown (post liturgy) the altar for the St. Rafka Maronite Mission Liturgies. Volunteers for either Set Up or
Breakdown are welcomed. Instructions will be provided for the volunteers. If interested, please contact Richard
Wickett or Dave Fiorini after Liturgy or by email at rwickett2@bellsouth.net or dave@fiorini.org.

CATHOLIC RADIO IN SOUTH CAROLINA Tune in to WCKI, 1300 AM in the Upstate
and WQIZ, 810AM in the Low Country. Also visit: www.catholicradiosc.com.

PODCASTING THE KINGDOM

The Catholic Information Service of the Knights of Columbus has produced a podcast version of the popular
Luke E. Hart catechism course. The Luke E. Hart series, written by Professor Peter Kreeft, gives an introduction
to the Catechism of the Catholic Church in 30 easy-to-read booklets. Now you can listen to them on your computer!
Or you can download each program to your iPod or other mp3 player, so that you can listen while driving or
jogging. You can subscribe to these podcasts on iTunes. To listen to these programs, go to
http://www.kofc.org/cispodcasts. Now there are three easy ways of learning about your Catholic faith: order a free
copy of a booklet from the CIS website, www.kofc.org/cis, read it on the same website, or listen to at
http://www.kofc.org/cispodcasts.

A CHANCE TO DO SPRING CLEANING:

On May 31 Greenville is collecting old computers, monitors and peripherals, and florescent bulbs for free.
URL is http://www.greatergreenville.com/city_government/newsreleases/archive/2008/computer08.pdf.
Here is a Google map for this site:
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=360+s.+hudson+st.,+greenville,+sc&sll=37.0625,-
95.677068&sspn=50.552295,114.609375&ie=UTF8&ll=34.850615,-82.409778&spn=0.01289,0.027981&z=15

JOIN US FOR A KNITTING SOCIAL

Saturday, April 19th 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sacred Heart Hall at St. Mary's Church, W. Washington Street, Downtown
Greenville. Join us for friendship, knitting assistance, skill sharing, and food. Learn a new skill: knit socks or try
your hand at the new craze of looming. Spend the day or just a little while. Pick up a new pattern for charity
knitting and share with Greenville's less fortunate. RSVP if possible, so we have an idea how much food to order.
Carol Paul 282-0982 cocoman@aol.com

Interested in attending the International Eucharistic
Congress? Information for this Congress can be found at
www.cei2008.ca in English, French and several other
languages.




